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HAM RADIO TO THE RESCUE 


Over the coming days and weeks the public will be hearing 
a great deal about Amateur Radio. The topic will not be 
“do people still do that?” or perhaps “ham radio is a bunch 
of selfish nerd-types hogging up precious radio spectrum so 
they can trade cupcake recipes.” No, the topic will be the 
invaluable assistance amateur radio operators provide in 
times of emergencies and natural disasters. Already there 
have been many stories carried by news networks about 
the amazing ability of ham radio operators to communicate 
when all other methods of communication fail and how 
important and valuable that has been. This will especially 
be the case after the devastation of Hurricane Helene. 


Section 97.1(a) of the Federal Communications Commission 
rules states that one of the enumerated rationale for what 
the FCC calls the “Amateur Radio Service” is “(a) 
Recognition and enhancement of the value of the 
amateur service to the public as a_ voluntary 
noncommercial communication service, particularly 
with respect to providing emergency 
communications.” 


Two things stand out from this section of the 
FCC Regulations. One is the word “Service.” The 
FCC calls ham radio the Amateur Radio_ Service. 
Service to whom? To the public, especially in times of 
need. The second is the phrase, “particularly with 
respect to providing emergency communications.” It is 
in times when emergency communication is vitally 
needed that many of our brother and sister hams 
answer the call. In doing so, they bring aid to those in 
need in the finest traditions of ham radio. Not all hams 
are in a position to help in every situation. But we 
should all thank and support those hams who prepare 
for emergencies and who stand ready to provide the 
emergency communication assistance when 
desperately needed. It is they who make us proud to 
be ham radio operators. 


And yes, we “still do that,” 
and thank goodness we do. 
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HAMFEST 2024 


Some things are worth waiting for. As dreary and rainy 
as the original date of September 7 was, the rain date 
of September 21 was glorious — an excellent early 
autumn day. The skies were clear and blue, as hams 
from around the metropolitan area congregated at 
Memorial Park to enjoy camaraderie, socialization, food 
and drink, and, of course, to peruse the many and 
varied ham radio related items and equipment for sale. 


<e 


FLARC sponsored two tables: one selling Club items and hi ~ Yay : 
the other selling items from the Estate of the late John Jim W2KNG Getting An “Arm’s Length” 
Howard W2JLH SK. 


As always there were new items offered for sale by retail 
merchants, as well as antique... some very antique... 
radios and this year even a real, actual, boat anchor! 


As always one man’s junk is another man’s treasure and 
that was certainly the case at our hamfest. The ARRL 
was represented by QSL card checker Pete Dougherty 
W2IRT, who has become somewhat of a friend and 
fixture at hamfests in the area. He was observed ~~ 
checking cards a good part of the morning. ars 
——— | 

We can all agree it is never too early in the morning for , 7 ——) & : 
a good hot dog, so Judith KC2LTM was kept busy at the Ed KE2DVO Handing in His 50-50s 
refreshment stand keeping the coffee hot and selling all ry x 

manner of treats, including hot dogs. 


ig 


What would a hamfest be without door prizes? 
The inventory of door prizes this year was impressive 
and surely well appreciated by all participants, 
especially the winners. The 50-50 did a brisk business 
and many players sought out Ed KE2DVO to get his 
particularly long “arm’s length” of tickets. 


As always the hamfest was a huge success. There can 
be no doubt that hams look forward to hamfests and 
we are sure the FLARC hamfest is on many 
metropolitan area ham’s radar and calendar. As a list of 
“thank you”’s to all FLARC members who worked on the 
many needs of the hamfest would run the risk of 
inadvertently leaving someone out, we will just offer a 
sincere thank you to all who contributed. However a 
special and deep thanks does go out to the Chair of the 
Hamfest Committee, Gene WO2W, whose work on behalf 
of the hamfest and the Club is always much respected 
and appreciated. 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club Hamfest 2024... 


in short... a good time was had by all. 
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Fred KR2H Demonstrating 
How Friendly FLARC Is 


Pig? Sn ee 


Nomar NP4H Toasting 


ny 


What is a Hamfest Without Ed WX2R Vendors All Ready for Action 
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Gene WO2W Chatting With 


‘ < ps 
“a 


‘Discussing a Possible Sale 


aPa 
» IG = ne 


vie 


pant 


. 


FLARC Crew hard at work “| wonder what the heck THAT is” 
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Arrow Antenna ywy 


THREE 
8 MOSQUITOS 
GEAR 


LL} Easy Way Ham Books 


Our Sponsors 
, ARRL 


WAYNE ELECTRONICS LLC 


lex) ALLTRONICS 


~ Proudly Serving the Electronics Industry since 1978 


YX) 


KB’ 


[SyBioenno Powers 


We very much appreciate the Sponsorships and 
Door Prize Donations received from the groups and 
companies whose logos are shown above. 
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Notable Hams by Jim Jalil W2KNG 


This column features notable hams both past and 
present. This month we feature an American hero 
who spent a career in the United States Diplomatic 
Service in the post-World War Il era, serving as 
Ambassador in such important posts as Lebanon, 
Iran and Japan. We refer to Armin Meyer W3ACE. 


Armin Meyer W3ACE 


Armin Meyer (1914-2006) was born in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, the son of a Lutheran minister. Sadly his 
mother died when he was only 3 years old and he 
spent his childhood in Illinois in the home of three 
aunts. He graduated from Capital University and 
Ohio State with a Masters in Mathematics. 


In 1943 he joined the United States Office of War 
Information and was stationed in Cairo, Egypt. From 
that beginning he never left the United States 
Foreign Service. After the war Meyer served in 
consulate posts in the Middle East — serving in 
Lebanon, Iraq and Afghanistan. This was a very 
sensitive time to be serving in the United States 
diplomatic corps in that area of the world, especially 
since England was withdrawing from its protectorate 
in the region, where it had been since the end of 
World War 1, and of course this was during the 
formation of the State of Israel. 


After distinguished service in those posts Meyer 
was called back to Washington DC where he 
worked in the State Department, eventually 
rising to Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
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Near Eastern and South Asian affairs. In 1961 
President John F. Kennedy appointed Meyer to the 
sensitive post of United States Ambassador to 
Lebanon. 


As a side observation, there are two pathways to 
being named a United States Ambassador. One is 
through politics; that is, a political appointment, 
and the other is to be a respected career diplomat. 
Armin Meyer was every bit the latter. 


Armin Meyer W3ACE Meeting with President Kennedy 


Armin Meyer served as United States Ambassador 
to Lebanon from 1961-1965. He was then posted 
to the important Embassy post in Iran where he 
served from 1965-1969. 


Armin Meyer’s mettle was truly tested in his next 
assignment. Recognizing the professionalism and 
competence of a career diplomat, President Nixon 
appointed Meyer as Ambassador to Japan in 1969. 
This was a particularly important mission for 
two reasons. 


First, Japan was still moving from an occupied 
nation to once again regain its sovereignty. 
Ambassador Meyer was instrumental both in the 
negotiation of the transfer of power and 
its implementation. 


Second, President Nixon’s opening of relations 
with Communist China was a severe blow to Japan. 
Ambassador Meyer played a key role in easing 
tensions that arose in Japan. President Nixon relied 
heavily on Ambassador Meyer to make sure Japan 


Continued on next page. 
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Notable Hams, continued 


understood and accepted the new American policy 
towards China. Having Japan accept that policy was a 
critical piece of the overall China and Asian strategy. 
Ambassador Meyer was equal to the task. 


Meyer would serve in Japan until 1973, when he was 
once again recalled to Washington. Back home at 
the State Department he headed a task force 
studying international terrorism that President Nixon 
created after the killings of 11 Israelis at the Olympics 
in Munich the previous year. In that sense, 
Ambassador Meyer was instrumental in forming the 
foundation of our counter-terrorism framework. 


Armin Meyer was a life-long ham. In 1968 he 
addressed the ARRL National Convention — held in 
San Antonio, Texas. At that convention he recalled 
how as a young boy he was amazed to read about 
amateur radio operators communicating with 
Admiral Byrd’s expedition in Antarctica. He learned 
that a ham in a neighboring town had made contact 
with the expedition and, with the pluck that would 
serve his country well in the coming years, 
he knocked on the door and was introduced to ham 
radio. That was it, he was hooked. In 1928, at the age 
of 14, he received his ham radio license as W9ACE. 


His first transmitter back in 1928 was a one tube 
breadboard radio with a plate tank of quarter-inch 
copper tubing. The ham he befriended sold him a 
beat up receiver which took him two weeks to repair, 
but eventually he made his first QSO. 


Ambassador Meyer liked to relate the story that with 
a broadcast receiver condenser in the plate circuit, 
the whole 20 meter band was covered in about two 
or three degrees of a non-vernier dial. That resulted 
in a long distance call one day from New York to a 
14 year old boy in Illinois telling him to get off the 
trans-Atlantic telephone frequency — which was just 
above the 20-meter band. Soon thereafter he found 
an FCC “pink-slip” in his mail. 


Ambassador Meyer did not let foreign posting stop 
him from hamming. While stationed as Ambassador 
in Iran, for example, he was granted the call EP3AM. 
He must have loved the pile-ups, but of course we 
are just guessing. Back home he bemoaned the fact 
that he was not able to be grandfathered into 
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Amateur Extra and never was able to obtain that 
license, but he was an Advanced Class ham. 


Ambassador Meyer was proud to be a ham and 
was never shy about telling people about amateur 
radio. 


Ham radio did not lead the young Armin Meyer to 
a career in electronics, but it did lead him into a 
career in diplomacy. As he said in his remarks at 
the ARRL Convention in 1968 : 


“All my experience adds up to the simple thesis 
that if a harmonious and peaceful world is to be 
achieved, amateur radio can offer some lessons : 


> two way communication requires 
listening as well as transmitting. 


> the world in which we live is a world of 
diversity and change, requiring VFO 
techniques rather than a fixed frequency. 


> international resonance is in essence a 
capacitance-inductive relationship 
whereby each nation seeks to equate 
its own self-interest with the needs 
and aspirations of others. 


All this wisdom Ambassador Meyer learned from 
ham radio. Armin Meyer walked the international 
halls of power, from the White House to the 
Tokyo Imperial Palace. But wherever he went he 
carried ham radio with him. 


He may have been a revered United States 
Ambassador, serving our country and protecting 
America’s interests internationally over a lifelong 
career of public service, but to us he was just a 
fellow ham, Armin W3ACE. 


Ambassador Armin Meyer W3ACE SK 
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VIP Guests at FLARC Clubhouse 


On August 14th, astrophysicist Dr Mary Lou West 
KC2NMC visited FLARC to get a hands on look at a 
top flight amateur radio station. West is Professor 
Emerita in the Department of Mathematical 
Sciences at Montclair State University and a 
member of the HamSCl scientific team. 


Also visiting was ARRL Hudson Division Director Ed 
Wilson N2XDD, who is a strong supporter of the 
HamSCl initiative. Ed WX2R, HamSCl Public 
Relations Officer, showed both around the 


clubhouse and Jim W2JC gave West an overview of 
digital amateur modes which make up a large 
portion of HamSCl data. 


a 
L to r: Ed N2XDD, Ed WX2R, Mary Lou KC2NMC, Jim W2JC 


Haméeei 


mamsCl 


http://hamsci.org 


decoded over time. Up to 60 channels of data can be 
sent at the same time, taking only 3kHz of spectrum 
(the same spectrum as one SSB voice signal). Signal 
strength and fading (QSB) can easily be seen. 
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The Resonator \|s Now Archived! 

Ever wanted to search for something in The Resonator? 
Maybe a member profile. Perhaps a past Street Fair. Even 
who participated at Field Day in 2017. 


Now you can. The Resonator has now been accepted as part of 
the Digital Library of Amateur Radio and Communications. 
DLARC is a project of the Internet Archive (the not-for-profit 
online library best known for The Wayback Machine.) DLARC is 
growing to be a massive online library of the past and present of 
ham radio and related communications. It is funded by a grant 
from Amateur Radio Digital Communications. 


When you need to find something, go to: 
https://archive.org/details/flarc-resonator 


You can use the search "text contents” field to do a full-text 
search on all issues or click “Date Published” to see them 
sorted by publication date. 


You know our little newsletter is cool. 
Now a lot more hams around the world will as well. 


Get Direct With FLARC! 


Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


htip://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://events.FairLawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
http://news.FairLawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairLawnARC.org 
http://tech.FairLawnARC.org 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 


https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


AMATEUR 
RADIO 


N >A 5 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 


Why is FLARC New Jersey’s Most Exciting Radio Club? 


Annual and Special Events 


Field Day e Special Even 

Winter Field Day e Public Service Activities 
World Amateur Radio Day e Public Events 

Portable Day e Ham fests and Auctions 
Earth and Environmental Days ° Foxhunts 

Field Trips e Contests 

Club Exchanges e Youth Activities and more 


There Is Something Every Night At FLARC! 


Monday: Near and Far Net 
Tuesday: DMR Net and Open House at the clubhouse / 


Wednesday: ARES/RACES Net 

Thursday: Tech Net 

Friday: Open House at the clubhouse or Kawfee Tawk Speaker Series (Monthly via Zoom) 
Weekends: Open House at the clubhouse, POTA and other station activations, Contests, Foxhunts 


Special Interest Groups 


Portable Ops (POTA, SOTA, etc.) e Monitoring: SWL and other listening 
e DX: Chase the rare ones ¢ Contesting 

e Digital Voice: DMR and other modes ¢ EMCOMM 

e FT8: Plus, other WSJTX modes e Radio Direction Finding 

e Satellite: Also, for weather interests e Raspberry pi, Arduino 

Plus: 


e An award-winning newsletter 
e A five-position ope rating station clubhouse e Monthly speaker programs 
e Anactive repeater—W2N PT linked with NJ2BS. e Educational programs and activities 
e New antennas on the roof e Active in-person and social networking 


* Monthly VE testing e Anextensive video education archive 


That is Why FLARC Is the Most Exciting Club Around! 


Come join us in-person or via Zoom for more activities, speakers, and projects! 


www.fairlawnarc.org F3 3) YouTube iv 
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The Club Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. Visitors and 
guests are always welcome. The club is open every Friday night, 
except when there is a Business Meeting scheduled, from NLT 6:30 
PM. Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2023 Officers, Committees and Assignments 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 


Trustee 


Member Services 
Health & Welfare 


Marketing 


Program 


Video/YouTube 


Social Media 


Photographer 


Community Relations 


Field Day2025 

Winter Field Day 2025 
Hamfest 

Auction 

Activities Chair 
Education 


Youth Outreach 
Adult Outreach 


VE Testing Coordinator 
Special Events 
Contests 

FLARC Historian 
Webmaster 


Technical Chair 


EmComm 
RACES/ARES Director 
RACES/ARES Liaison 
Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter Publisher 


Club Station Manager 
Quartermaster 
W2NPT Trustee 

NK2H Trustee 


Fred Belghaus 
Robert Marchini 
David Gotlib 
Jim Jalil 

Brian Cirulnick 
Judith Shaw 


Lowell “Van” VantSlot 


Judith Shaw 
Nomar Vizcarrondo 
Jim Cooper 

[open] 

Thom Guida 


Brian Duddy 
Thom Guida 
Dave Marotti 


Giovanni Lucero 
Robert Marchini 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Dave Gotlib 


[open] 

Noel Pagan 

Gene Ottenheimer 
Brian Cirulnick 
Judith Shaw 

Paul Brennan 


Robert Marchini 


Lowell “Van” VantSlot 
Jim Cooper 


Gene Ottenheimer 
James Gallo 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Fred Belghaus 

Jim Cooper 

Dave deCoons 


Jim Breheny 
Dave Gotlib 

Steve Wraga 
Jim Jalil 

Jim Cooper 


Noel Pagan 
Fred Wawra 
Jim Cooper 
Ed Efchak 


KR2H 
KD2SOG 
KD2MOB 
W2KNG 
KD2KLN 
KC2LTM 
W2DLT 


KC2LTM 


NP4H 
Ww2JC 


W2NZ 


N2BTD 
W2NZ 
NK2Q 
K2GIO 
KD2SOG 
wo2w 
KD2MOB 


W2MSA 
wo2w 
KD2KLN 
KC2LTM 
N6FB 


KD2SOG 


W2DLT 
Ww2JC 


wo2w 
KB2FMH 
W2DLT 

KR2H [W2AAB] 
w2Jc 


WwO2X 


N2JLF 
KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 
W2KNG 
Ww2JC 


W2MSA 
W2ABE 
w2Jc 
WX2R 


President serves as ex officio to all committees 
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Want a Call Sign License Plate? 


Amateur Radio (Ham operators) license plates may be 
purchased for a $15 fee, for passenger vehicles, but 
not for commercialvehicles or motorcycles. 
(Applicants must be licensed by the 
Federal Communications Commission.) 


Call MVC at 609.292.6500 or (toll 
NJ) 888.486.3339 to request an application. 


free in 


The club has applications from time to time. If you 
would like an application, visit the “contact us” page, 
and we’ll get one out to you.. or find the form and 
detailed instructions at: 


https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/pdf/vehicles/SP-23.pdf 


ee 


« AMATEUR RADIO « 


Letters: 
A New Addition to The Resonator 


The editor has received a lot of nice notes, letters and 
comments about this newsletter and the club in 
general. We have not published them in the past but 
going forward we will at least try. 


Here are the grounds rules: 


e Please keep all comments as brief 
and succinct as possible. 

¢ No personal attacks. 

e No political rants. 

e Nocomments promoting violence, racism, 
religious intolerance, vulgarity, obscenity, 
or other such discourteous behavior. 

e The Editor reserves the right to exclude any 
comments that violate our guidelines and 
may subject the writer to further disciplinary 
action by the club. 
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Amateur 


Other 
Awards 


Amateur 


Logbook of 
the World 

QSO-Matching 
Software 


ARRL 
Awards 


Those who upload logs to Logbook of the World become eligible to redeem 
confirmation credits for awards, LoTW wants and needs ail logs. Uploading is free, 
so send your logs today! 


NOTE: 


While LotW is back on line and seems to be perking 
along just fine, we’re advised that the DXCC part and 
application process is not yet restored. If you have 
plans to apply for DXCC, or endorsements, be patient 


and wait for announcement to proceed. 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
Twitter: @FairLawnARC 

Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 
Website: http://FairLawnARC.org 
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A QSL card its the final 
courtesy of an amateur 
radio contact. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QSL_card 


SIG Group Membership 
as of September 27, 2024 


Here is an update on the roster of Special Interest 
Groups... many groups have increased in size during 
the last month. About 45% of all members have 
joined at least one group. 


SIG Name Leader # 
Contesting W2DLT 14 
Digital Voice 30 
EmComm N2JLF 13 
Monitoring WX2R 25 
DX W2JC 18 
FT8 W2JC 22 
Satellites N2AAM 20 
Portable Ops W2MSA 48 
Radio Astronomy WX2R 4 
Raspberry pi 7 
Direction Finding 6 
FLARC General 174 


Sign up for a group... or... 
why not start one? 


Contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org 


if you would like to start a new 
Special Interest Group. 
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The Clubhouse 
Is Open 


Three Fridays 


In October!! 


October 4 CLOSED - Business Meeting 
at Fair Lawn Senior Center 

October 11 OPEN 

October 18 OPEN 

October 25 OPEN 


Pop-Up Tuesdays are now in-person at the club. 


The club will follow all borough COVID-19 requirements for these events. 


Pop-Up Tuesday informal “ragchew" 
TUESDAY at 19:00 EDT 
live AT THE CLUB 
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Editor’s Corner -— by Jim Jalil W2KNG 


Amateur Radio is subject to federal regulation. We all 
recognize this, and hopefully we all recognize the need 
for federal regulation. Simply put, without a traffic cop 
the radio spectrum would be a traffic jam of 
unimaginable interference and chaos. International 
attempts to regulate the radio spectrum began as 
early as 1906 with the first radio convention held in 
Switzerland. In the United States the first law dealing 
with the radio spectrum was the Marine Act of 1912, 
which was inspired by the sinking of the Titanic and 
the fact that there was no one common recognized 
frequency set aside for ships. 


This was the first attempt to allocate radio spectrum 
for specific purposes. An attempt by Congress in 1918 
to put the entire radio spectrum under the control of 
the Navy was seen as the death-knell of Amateur 
Radio and was defeated in no small way by a man 
named Hiram Maxim. 


There matters stood until the first comprehensive 
federal regulation of the radio spectrum began with 
the passage of the Federal Radio Act of 1927, which 
created an administrative body called the Federal 
Radio Commission. As we all know this was replaced 
by a much more comprehensive piece of legislation 
called the Communications Act of 1934, which governs 
the radio spectrum to this day and which created the 
Federal Communications Commission. 


Why all this history? Amateur Radio, as with every 
other entity which occupies space in the radio 
spectrum, does so only by being allocated that space 
by legislation and the implementation of that 
legislation by the FCC. No one, and that includes ham 
radio, has a right to any piece of the radio spectrum; 
it is there only by permission and by allocation. 


Moreover let us not be naive... radio spectrum is 
precious and there are enemies of ham radio who 
covet our slice of the radio spectrum. These enemies 
are well funded and well organized and will use public 
relations, political influence and lobbying to achieve 
their goals. They will picture us as selfish nerdy 
hobbyists whose day has come and gone. They will 
distort the rich history of ham radio and the endless 
contribution to both technology and the common weal 
in times of peace and peril that amateur radio and 
hams have provided. 


We as hams must be prepared and organized in both 
the area of public relations and through lobbying in 
the halls of Congress, not to mention the offices of the 
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FCC, to stand fast against any onslaught by our 
detractors. But though we are many, we are 
individuals. How can we accomplish this? 


Here is the dilemma. We need to speak with one voice 
from a platform which has the respect and gravitas to 
be heard, and is recognized through decades of history 
to speak for the ham radio community. That has been, 
and is, the ARRL. 


This column holds no brief for the ARRL and heaven 
knows the ARRL has had, and has, its problems. The 
reality is a rather small percentage of hams even 
belong to the ARRL, which may give some indication of 
the level of regard for the League in the eyes of a vast 
majority of hams. 


Yet the first law of war is to divide and conquer. If we 
as hams are divided against each other, divided 
against the one organization which — for better or 
worse — speaks for us, and is understood by those in 
Washington to speak for us, then where are we? 


If not the ARRL, then who? Who will speak for us and 
who will be listened to by those in power when it 
comes to matters affecting Amateur Radio? 


Be not deceived for one moment, there are organized 
forces whose mission is to take as much of our 
spectrum as possible. Rail as you will against the ARRL, 
the ARRL is on the ground in Washington. 


Criticize the ARRL as much as you want, but it is the 
only organized ham radio entity in Washington 
defending ham radio. A letter to a Congressperson 
from an individual ham is important, but probably not 
persuasive. A letter from an organization which 
purports to speak for hundreds of thousands of voters 
is another matter. 


An old saying is: “dirty linen is washed at home.” 
Among ourselves let’s make our voices of discontent 
and despair at the chaos up there in Newington be 
heard. But that is among ourselves. 


When it comes to defending ham radio, let’s stand 
behind the ARRL and assist in that effort; because that 
is in our own, and in ham radio’s, best interest. 


As stated before, this column holds no brief for the 
ARRL and in fact understands efforts to reform, 
reorganize, remake, shake up, blast and pound the 
doors of the ARRL in ire and frustration, much of which 
is probably merited. But when it comes to defending 
Amateur Radio in Washington, if not the ARRL, then 
who? 


If the ARRL is not there for us, who will be? 
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The Westchester Emergency Communications Assn. 
Box 831 Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591 


www.weca.org 
2025 


Amateur Extra Ham Radio Class! 


WECA will be conducting a free Amateur Extra FCC license exam preparatory class that will run for ten 
weeks starting on Tuesday, January 7" and on Tuesday nights thereafter from 7-9:15 PM Eastern 
Time in-person at the Westchester Fire Training Center, 4 Dana Road in Valhalla, NY 10595** 

and via Zoom. VE test sessions are available in the area and at the FTC ($15 testing fee). 


Please join us for this free interactive course taught by a team of knowledgeable Amateur Radio Operators 
from WECA. Instructors will be Amateur Extras or others who have special knowledge of specific 
subject areas. The class will review the test pool questions and answers and provide explanations of the 
accompanying concepts. There are >700 questions in the pool: 50 test questions; 37 correct (74%) to pass. 
All are welcome to attend who wish to gain additional knowledge of amateur radio subjects even if you 
do not expect to take the test or do not hold an amateur license. 


All WECA classes are recorded and posted to www. WECA.APP for review and self-study. 


Texts: 
1. ARRL Extra Class License Manual 13" Edition w/link to Practice Exam Software 
https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/20 16746457 
2. ARRL Extra Q&A 6" Edition 
https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/20 16747300 
or from Gene W2KJI at KJI Electronics, Cedar Grove, NJ on 973-571-1930; 
Gene is a reputable local ham radio dealer, or from 
Amazon- Be very sure to order the correct editions. 
1. Please purchase the license manual and begin reading as soon as possible. 
2. The Q&A has answers and brief explanations for all pool questions- a worthwhile investment. 


Conduct of Training: 

Subjects include: FCC regulations, operating procedures and practices, radio propagation, electrical 
principles, practical circuit components and design, modulation, emissions, antenna design, transmission 
lines and safety. 


If you have an area of strong interest and expertise that you can share with the group, please let me know; 
we will involve you in the class. 


If you would like to upgrade to Amateur Extra, please contact me by email at Education@WECA.org so I 
can register you and provide additional information. 


Larrie Sutliff W2UL 
WECA Education Director 


** Tf you haven’t been to the FTC before, you need to know that we enter through the rear door (the front door is 
typically locked/no parking). From Route 9A, with the Hawthorne Home Depot at your back, proceed East on 
Dana Road about 2/10 of a mile, past 4 Dana Road, and turn right on Walker Road. Park in the long lot on the 
right and go down the outdoor stairway, pass the trailer and enter through the glass doors. Classroom #3 is 
down the hall to the right. Handicapped access is available at the training level- just park in front and use the 
security phone or call me on 732-693-4504. 


FTC Closing Weather Number: 914-231-1615 
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The Westchester Emergency Communications Assn. 
Box 831 Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591 


Wwww.weca.org 
2025 


Amateur General Ham Radio Class! 


WECA will be conducting its annual free preparatory class for the Amateur General FCC exam this 
spring in-person at the Valhalla Fire Training Center 4 Dana Road in Valhalla, NY 10595 and via Zoom. 
The class will run for nine weeks starting Tuesday evening March 11" from 7-9:15 PM ET. 
Subsequent classes will be on Tuesday evenings per the schedule below. Holders of the General license 
are permitted many additional frequency privileges including access to all HF bands, therefore, 


Capability to talk to the World! 


Please join us for this free interactive course taught by a team of knowledgeable Extra and General Class 
Amateur Radio Operators from WECA. The class will review the test pool questions and answers and 
provide explanations of the accompanying concepts. All are welcome to attend who wish to gain 
additional knowledge of amateur radio even if you do not expect to take the test or have a license. 


All classes are recorded and posted on www.WECA.APP for review and self-study. 


Texts: 

1. The ARRL General Class License Manual 10" Edition (includes access to on-line practice) 
2. The ARRL General Q&A Manual 7" Edition (Includes explanations for all questions.) 

Both are available from ARRL at: 

https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/ProductDetails/productId/2009476073 or from: 

Gene W2K]JI at KJI Electronics, Cedar Grove, NJ: 973-571-1930; 

Gene is a reputable local ham radio dealer or from: 

Amazon- Be very sure to order the correct editions. 

1. Please purchase the License Manual and begin reading as soon as possible. 

2. The Q&A manual is also very helpful, but not required. 


Syllabus & Schedule: 


3/11 Tuesday Ch 1 The General Class License & Ham Radio 
Ch2 Procedures and Practices 

3/18 Tuesday Ch 3 Rules and Regulations 

3/25 Tuesday Ch4 Components and Circuits 

4/1 Tuesday Ch 5 Radio Signals and Equipment 

4/8 Tuesday Practical Exercise: HF Station Equipment Display & Antenna Install 

4/15 Tuesday Ch6 Digital Modes 

4/22 Tuesday Ch7 Antennas 

4/29 Tuesday Ch 8 Propagation 

5/6 Tuesday Ch9 Electrical and RF Safety, Review 

5/8 Thursday VE Test Session in Valhalla, NY 


If you would like to upgrade to Amateur General, please contact me at Education@WECA.org so I can 
register you and provide additional information. 


Larrie Sutliff / W2UL WECA Education Director 


FTC Closing Weather Number: 914-231-1615 (Zoom conducted even if FTC closes) 
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Vast Archive of 
FLARC Activities and Info 


Members are reminded that we have a large 
archive of YouTube videos of our previous 
many years of Kawfee Tawk™ presentations, 
which cover many aspects of ham radio. Our 
mostly unsung hero club videographer, Thom 
W2NZ, has spent thousands of hours of his 
own time creating really professional quality 
videos of these 167 presentations. Visit our 
club YouTube page and you will see all of 
them listed on the main page, at 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 


Another large and rather unused archive is 
that of our seven years of the club newsletter, 
The Resonator. They provide a nice historical 
record of the many activities of FLARC over the 
years, as well as lots of useful info about ham 
radio and electronics. The entire archive is at 
http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.or 


And don’t forget the FILES area of our groups.io 
website, where useful and important info is saved: 


https://fairlawnarc.groups.io/g/main/files 


Renew Your ARRL Dues... 
Send Free Money to FLARC! 


The ARRL has a great program to support affiliated 
clubs in that it sends part of your dues back to the club 


if you renew through the club. 


So... when you get your ARRL renewal, send both your 
check and your renewal application to our trusty 
Treasurer, who will take care of getting your renewal 
to Newington and a fat check for $5.00 back to FLARC. 


Nothing can be simpler... 
you just have to remember!! 


Print and use the 
form on page 26 
of this issue of 


The Resonator 
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Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always "in" 
and your club friends all have them... you want a 
shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! Great for 
Field Day! 


Don't forget... easy to order. 
Go to www.hamthreads.com 


or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 


Check out the item selection that is posted on the 
FLARC website (with pictures and prices). Order the 
shirts or other items you want with either the 
regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 60th anniversary 
logo. Note: RED is the primary and preferred club 
standard shirt color. 


they're 


And why not WEAR your nice red shirt when you 
come to the club, especially for meetings and 
events. 


ee PP eee ate 
It’s easy to spot FLARC members 
wearing their red club shirts ! 


Ham Radio Is Contagious 
And It Won’t Make You Sick!! 


2024 FLARC Net On The 
W2NPT Repeater: 


Near and Far Net ¢ Mondays at 8PM 


W2NPT Repeater and EchoLink 
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Special Note: As non-profit, the IRS now requires 
that we disclose annually the use of paid lobbyists to our 
members and indicate approximately what percentage of 
their dues goes toward that. 0% of your dues payment will 
be used by the club to directly pay a lobbyist firm to lobby 
on behalf of all our members regarding pending legislation 
that impacts our hobby. 


NEWHAMS.INFO 


Training, information, and encouragement for new amateur radio operators. 


https://newhams. info/ 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 


Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 
if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. FLARC 
was established in 1956 and has met continuously since 
inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of Fair 
Lawn. The club meets every Friday, except when a Business 
Meeting is scheduled, at 6PM at the club station in The Fair 
Lawn Community Center, 10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. 
Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 
7:30 PM at the Fair Lawn Senior Center, and on Zoom. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has nearly two hundred paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year; 

$20 for new members. 
For more information, please see our website, at 


http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


All content in The Resonator is protected by copyright ©2024. 
No other use without permission. 
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Content and opinions expressed by 
contributors do not necessarily reflect the 
policies of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, 
its Officers or members. Contributors grant 
express permission to FLARC to distribute 
articles in this or any issue of The Resonator. 
Authors also grant express permission for the 
use and/or repurposing of these articles, in 
part or in full, in other publications with credit 
to the original author and to The Resonator. 
All material is copyright ©2024-10-07. Do not 
copy or reproduce any of this material without 
the written permission of FLARC. 


Pee eecccceccccccesecceeseccceeereseceeeseceeeeecoeeeeeseseeenece 


: hanks! 
: yor your 
Support/ 


This is YOUR club.... Be a part of it !! : 


FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 


With Our Antennas On The Roof! 
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A Real, Live EmComm Exercise 
— Gordon Beattie W2TTT 
Hams Train and Give Back 


FLARC members Nancy and Gordon Beattie (N2FWI & 
W2TTT), formerly from Bergen County and now from 
Suwannee County, Florida helped out with the Passaic 
County Fair at Garrett Mountain Reservation in 
New Jersey again this year — as a way to do an emersive 
emergency communications training exercise and to 
give back to those with whom they've volunteered for 
decades. 


The fair serves as the Passaic County's annual 
emergency deployment exercise and engages all county 
and several municipal agencies, while being evaluated 
by the New Jersey State Police - Office of Emergency 
Management. 


The Deputy Emergency Management Director, Sheriff's 
Officer Rob Scott KD2ION, has a small team of 
volunteer hams who form as the Situational Awareness 
Unit identified in the Incident Action Plan. 


Nancy and Gordon worked with Rob and two other 
volunteers including FLARC member Dave Henninger 
N3UXK and Aly Badawy AL@Y. 


Below is a photo of Cmdr. Robert Scott KD2ION and 
Gordon Beattie W2TTT. 


EQUIPMENT ASSETS 


The team brings to bear situational awareness 
capabilities consisting of video and_ radio 
communications assets including Amateur Radio, Wi- 
Fi and cellular wireless networks. Cameras are 
deployed across the fair grounds and remote parking 
lots and networked using AREDN mesh nodes and 
cellular modems. 
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The team also provided display consoles based on 
Bluelris video integration software and was located in 
the Sheriff's Field Communications Unit. 


The team deployed Ubiquiti and Mikrotik AREDN mesh 
nodes on 2.4GHz and 5GHz. These radios, cameras, 
batteries and other gear come from two equipment 
caches in New Jersey and Florida. 

a: IA 


i ‘| we . see 
Above is a photo of some of the demobilized 
equipment packed up to go home. 


This is another photo of the demobilized gear from the 
Fair's remote parking lot, consisting of five camera 
nodes with pan-tilt cameras and 5 GHz AREDN mesh 
nodes, a cellular gateway node, battery boxes and 
military type four foot mounting poles. 


2 — '; 7] 
PPS eee conn we 


Continued on next page. 
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A Real, Live EmComm Exercise, Continued 


OPERATIONS 


The Fair is a good multi-day test of skills to plan, adapt, 
deploy and maintain a network of twenty cameras for several 
days. The team's cameras were focused on security 
screening, the exit bus stop, ATMs, access roads, parking lots 
and other areas of interest. 


The team also tracked weather and set up radios and 
antennas for the Amateur Radio community to reach us, 
from inside or outside the Fair, on the NJ2PC 2mFM 
repeater and an internal net channel using our NJ2PC 70cm 
DMR repeater. 


Below is a 5 GHz AREDN mesh node (Mikrotik Dish), a UHF 
vertical and a 2.4 GHz omni AREDN mesh node mounted on 
the rear of the Sheriff's Field Communications Unit. 


AN OPERATIONAL TEST 


The Mikrotik AREDN mesh dish node is based on 802.11ac Wi- 
Fi technology, which delivers improved speeds and longer 
range than 802.11n devices. This dish node was deployed as a 
test of what will be needed to meet the facilities changes for 
next year's fair. It will also allow the team to support many 
additional cameras. The test was a success and can be 
confidently incorporated in our plans. It also gives the team 
time to acquire and configure new nodes. 


This trailer served as the Technology Center for the duration of 
the event. Deployment packages were integrated, tested and 
staged prior to deployment in this trailer. Battery charging and 
assessment for deployables took place here daily. Demobilization 
of all equipment also took place in this trailer. The drop ramp 
door provided convenient access during peak periods and was 
otherwise closed off for security. The mast supported one of the 
5 GHz AREDN mesh nodes and a pan-tilt camera. 
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FIRE! 


This year was unusually quiet with few incidents of note. 
Good thing! A brush fire, likely started by a discarded 
cigarette at a acenic overlook on the fair grounds, was the 
major bit of excitement. A snorkel truck was needed to 
project water over the cliffs to where fire had broken out. 

aan —— 


Firefighters in the snorkel bucket 
searching the cliffside for flare-ups. 


CONCLUSION 


This year's fair was a success although its last day was rained 
out. All systems worked as designed and the public was well 
served. In addition to the aforementioned 802.11ac node 
test, we also are looking to make camera nodes more 
compact by mounting the camera, the AREDN mesh radio 
and antenna if separate, on a two foot section of 1-1/2 inch 
PVC pipe. This will make transportation and deployments a 
bit easier. 


If anyone is interested in fixed or deployable AREDN mesh 
operations, please reach out to Gordon Beattie W2TTT via 
email W2TTT@ATT.NET or phone or text 201.314.6964. 
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Theoretics Demystified 
Continuing with the EVOLUTION OF RADIO! 


After spark and the Alexanderson RF alternator 
the vacuum tube for radio was developed. A 
vacuum tube is a thermionic device, meaning that 
heat is used to release electrons from a glowing 
filament or a filament that is covered with a 
metal sleeve called a cathode. This is done by 
energizing the cathode with a negative charge, 
say from a battery; the electrons discharged are 
then pulled/attracted towards a metal plate 
which is energized with a positive charge which 
attracts the electrons thus completing the circuit. 


In the earliest tubes the plate was actually a flat 
piece of metal and so the name plate stuck. The 
electron flow in a tube is only in one direction, 
cathode to plate. If an alternating current is 
applied to a tube with the two elements [called a 
diode] only the negative part of the alternating 
current is passed so you can get DC out of AC. 


This was first discovered by Edison and was called 
the Edison Effect; however Edison did not pursue 
the discovery. That was left to others — Flemming 
and De Forest in particular. 


Besides a tube diode being used as a rectifier, 
how did the tube become useful to the HAM 
RADIO operators of the day? It was discovered 
that by adding an actual small grid located 
between the cathode and plate called the control 
grid it is possible to control the current at the 
plate. As an example, a negative voltage on the 
control grid reduces the current available at the 
plate. This makes it possible to use the tube as an 
amplifier, a small voltage controlling a larger 
amount of current. 


As an amplifier the small voltage applied to the 
grid controls the larger plate current, and that 
current is fed through a resistance of some type 
and the resulting voltage drop is used to produce 
a larger voltage swing than the input signal, 
thereby acting as an amplifier of the input signal. 


The next thing changed the radio world forever. It 
was discovered that feeding the output of an 


amplifier back to the input [feedback being 
carefully controlled] produced oscillations just like 
when a microphone is too close to a speaker and 
you then hear a squeal — which is an audio 
oscillation. 


Oscillators are used to produce oscillations at 
RADIO frequencies, thereby replacing the spark 
and alternator devices. In the early days, RF 
oscillators were used in the on/off fashion to send 
Morse code dots and dashes; but a way to send 
voice and music was desired. This was 
accomplished by controlling the RF oscillators 
output to correspond with voice or music and is 
called MODULATION. 


Oscillators are also used in receivers, first in 
regenerative then in super-heterodyne sets. 
Oscillators are also used to produce audio output. 


More on modulation, regenerative radios and 
beyond in detail next month. 


Fred Wawra, W2ABE, 73. 


HAMSPEAK 


OSCILLATOR: An amplifier where the output is 
connected back to the input through some type of 
network called a feedback network or feedback 
loop. 

MODULATION: A_ way of controlling an 
RF oscillator to produce an audio or digital signal 
that can be transmitted. 

REGENERATION: The use of a carefully controlled 
amount of oscillation in early receivers to help 
bring in a radio signal. 


VACUUM TUBE: A glass bulb, like a light bulb that 
has all of the air taken out and uses a heated 
filament, a control grid and plate to amplify signals 
or act as an oscillator. 


CATHODE: A metal sleeve placed around the 
filament or heater to increase the tubes life and 
efficiency. 


Fred Wawra, W2ABE, 73. 


Copyright material used with implicit permission of the author. 
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Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


Port: je Ops. Sit 


sees 


ay 


Lott ANY ee : = 
FLARC PortableOps SIG 
PortableOps@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


This is a Special Interest Group (SIG) for members interested in portable 
ham radio operation such as POTA, SOTA, IOTA, LOTA, etc. 
The purpose of this SIG is to get outdoors and practice our operating skills 
from different places. We can share outing experiences, tips and work on our 
operating skills. 
Some pics from yesterday’s NJ POTA meet up at 
Garret Mountain US-6462. At one point we had 
10 operators going back to back with each 
contact: “Please stand by for a 10th operator.” 
We even got 2 new hams their first HF POTA 


contacts! 


The rain didn’t keep us away — we got that park 
on the air! 


For NJ area hams if you aren’t already in the FB 
group, come on by; “POTA - New Jersey” is the 
Facebook group name. 


Garret meet ups are the last Sunday of the 
month. 


( c 
New Jerse 
‘i KD2YEW has shared a short, 5-minute video of his 


, activation from the top of Ramapo Mtn. State Forest; 
@y visit https://youtu.be/J9D3Y5wf7KQ 


o AMATEUR RADIO « 


= 


Continued on next page. 
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Portable-Ops SIG, cont’d 


And here Noel W2MSA shows us his setup while operating 
at the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site 


Ee Hessen ¢ A, ey 
fs Ate pee ; 
: 8 
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FLARC September 21, 2024 
VE Testing Results 


With VE testing back on schedule, 
Gene WO2W reports the following results: 


Ee 


The September test session was 
cancelled as it was on the same day 
as the postponed FLARC Hamfest, 
and there was only one candidate — 
who was accommodated separately. 


Testing for next month will be at the 
Fair Lawn Recreation Center. 


Eleven Special Interest Groups [SIGs] 
Already Formed: Any Others? 


Club interest continues to grow in the SIGs. 


Another recently formed SIG is for those interested in 
Raspberry Pi and Arduino projects, but now includes 
DoltYourself (DIY)/Makers kit building, 3D printing 
and similar topics. 


A list of all of the current SIGs is shown on page 11. 


Other possible groups, from the member survey, 
include: 


e Radio Propagation 

e Antennas and how they work 

e Ham radio software 

e Technical assistance to club members 


Anyone interested in leading any of these groups...? 


Please contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org 
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THE 


a BREAKFAST 
——— CLUB 


se 


r Mike KD2YEW 


See 
Testing a VHF/UHF antenna fo 


Jim N2JLF working on the bench | 


A lot happens at the club on Sunday mornings, these 
days! Drop in and learn from our experienced 
members, bring your current project to work on, or 
mentor some of the new members. 


Word is out that they often have some pretty nice 
munchies on hand too! 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC 


EmComm SIG Updates 
[Emergency Communications via Ham Radio] 


Amateur radio operators use their training, skills, and equipment to 
provide communications during emergencies. Hams serve our 
communities when storms or other disasters damage critical 
communication infrastructure, including cell towers, and wired and 
wireless networks. Amateur radio can function completely 
independently of the internet and phone systems. An amateur radio 
station can be set up almost anywhere in minutes. Hams can quickly 
raise a wire antenna in a tree or on a mast, connect it to a radio and 
power source, and communicate effectively with others. 


Over the past year NNJ ARES has been rebuilding its 
efforts to become a viable resource in times of need 
and emergencies. Thanks to the hard work of Doc Jim 
Kennedy K2PHD, Ed Schuhlien KC2HNP, Jim Breheny 
N2JLF, Yigal Rechman K2EFG and many others we have 
been successful in getting another chance by clients 
and some government agencies to be used in that 
manner. So ARES now has many upcoming 
opportunities to demonstrate their capabilities starting 
in September. 


October 5: A more formal exercise for ARES. We will be 
working with the Red Cross in their Annual ARC/ARES 
Simulated Emergency Test. We will set up Comms at 
simulated (but “real time”) shelters in order to pass 
voice and digital Traffic to the appropriate agencies or 
persons. 


For more information reach out to: 
N2JLF Jim Breheny NENJ ARES DEC 
at N2JLF@arrl.net or 201 281-4156. 


UPDATE: The SET was conducted on the morning 
of October 5, with 5 simulated emergency shelters 
(dispersed throughout NJ) and 4 American Red 
Cross offices participating. 


One of the simulated shelters was located at the 
Fair Lawn Community Center, with 
communications conducted from the Radio Rooms. 
There were four ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service) hams participating at the FLARC location. 
Jim W2JC hosted Jon K2LAX, Bill WA2DWB and 
Alex WO2L at FLARC. 


Although SNJ had technical problems, the NNJ 
contingent (led by our Jim N2JLF) picked up the 
ball and continued the exercise. 


From FLARC we processed 96 WinLink (digital 
email via radio) messages and maintained a voice 
coordination link with the Fairfield Red Cross “area 
hub” location. Several other FLARC members took 
part at other simulated shelter locations, including 
Ed Diaz KE2DVO at the Garret Mountain shelter. 
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ELECTRONIC 
DUES PAYMENTS 
ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE! 


FLARC dues, new and renewal — and even donations! — 
can now be made on-line ... 


Until permanent arrangements can be made, several fiduciaries of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
have graciously agreed to forward electronic payments to the Club’s bank account. 
Payments can be made using either PayPal or Zelle account. 


P PayPal 


e Log into your PayPal account 


@ Locate the Send Money function e Log into your Zelle account 


e Use the following email address as the recipient: i 
1947xyzabc1947@amail.com e Use the following phone number 
as the recipient: 201-240-9317 
e Enter the appropriate $ amount for your dues 
e Inthe notes section, 


e Inthe notes section, include your Call Sign include your Call Sign and 
Blt Can NAE UES ae what year(s) the dues are for 
e@ When prompted, indicate that you are 
“Sending to a friend” 


Once complete, you may — for added assurance - send a screenshot to 
treasurer@FairLawnARC.or 


— please be sure to redact any personal information — 
(e.g. bank account number, balance, etc.) 


For both new and renewal, please complete the Membership Application form at 
https://FairLawnARC.com/membership.pdf 


with your current info and either give it to a club officer 
or mail it to the address on the form. 


For additional information on club membership, visit 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.org 


Visit the club website at http://FairLawnARC.org for info about the club, 
club activities, club history and our club 2-meter repeater. 
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For a PDF form that can be filled in on-line, then printed and mailed with check, CLICK HERE 
Or you can print this page, fill it in and mail to the address shown at the bottom. 


FAIR LAWN 
se 


ELENA TING ~~ 6 


N OAS 5 1056 
2021 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
Fair Lawn Recreation and Community Center 


10-10 20th Street 
Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 


MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM 


Name Call 
Address PO Box Ste./Apt # 
City State Zip 
Roster Published Phone # Unpublished Phone # 

Roster Published EMAIL License class: 


Check all that apply ARRL Member ? RACES Member ? ARES Member ? CERT? VE? 
Additional Family Members (In same household) -- 
Name. Call 
Name. Call 
Introductory and Student Membership $ 20 S$ 


(Students under the age of 18 eligible for student membership) 
(Introductory membership open to new members 
or not a member in last 7 yrs) 


Associate Membership * (No Fee) 
* Open to Fair Lawn Residents Only. No voting rights or other privileges. 


Renewal of Current Membership $ 25 $ 

Three Year Renewal Incentive $ 65 $ 
(Single memberships only, family memberships excluded) 

Additional Family Members # at S$ 5 each $ 

Life Membership $ 625 $ 

Senior Life Membership (65 yrs. of age or over) $ 250 $ 

Equipment Fund Donation, above regular membership dues $ 


Total submitted $ 


Date 
Thereby acknowledge the By laws and rules and regulations of the club and will abide by them as amended 


Please Note: Memberships are NOT Pro-Rated. Membership is from Jan 1° to Dec. 31 of any given year unless documented otherwise. 
Please make your dues check payable to the “Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” and remit to the following address: 


Fair Lawn ARC 

— Attn: Treasurer 
10-10 20 Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
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Complete this form for NEW or RENEWAL of ARRL membership 
and give to FLARC Treasurer [David Gotlib KD2MOB] with your payment check. 


(} The National Association for 


\ Amateur Radio® 


N) 
19) ARRL Membership Application 


0 New Oo Renew O Previous Member 0 Unlicensed 

Name Call Sign 
Address 

City. State ZIP 
Email Phone 

Date of Birth __s / / 


My Family Member is Joining or Renewing: ($12 per member) 


Name Call Sign 
Name Call Sign 
0) Please note my new address 0 | do not want my name and address made available for non-ARRL related mailings 


Your Annual Membership Dues* Member Benefits 


Circle Your Choice (rates effective Jan. 1, 2024 
toler enecivenen Your membership supports benefits, services, 


Po Year | 3 Years | andi programs that keep you active and on 
Standard membership $174 the air. 
Family (same membership exp. date and address) Membership Includes: 
Student (must be under age 26) | $30 | - Access to four digital magazines and 

. ; : : archives (QST, On the Air, QEX, & NCJ) 
Blind (requires one-time statement of legal blindness) 


+ Unlimited courses through the ARRL 
Add-on ARRL Subscriptions 


Learning Center (learn.arrl.org) 
QST, ARRL’s membership journal for active radio amateurs. 
01 Year $25* 03 Years $75* and more! 


+ Logbook of The World®, contests, and 
award programs 


On the Air, For beginner-to-intermediate-level radio amateurs. *A print subscription for QST and/or On the Air requires 


* * an ARRL membership. Dues and subscription rates are 
01 Year $25 O13 Years $75 subject to change without notice and are non-refundable 


Payment Information 
$ Total Charge to: Visa MasterCard O AmEx ODiscover (Check Enclosed 
Card Number Expiration Date 


Card Holder’s Signature 


Toll Free (US) 1-888-277-5289 or 860-594-0200 - ARRL, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111-1400 
membership@arrl.org + www.arrl.org/join 


CLUB 
form rev 1/24 
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October 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting 


FAIR LAWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
MINUTES OF BUSINESS MEETING 


Fair Lawn Senior Center 
October 4, 2024 


The Club’s President Fred KR2H called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
At his request the members present in person rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 


The President then asked the Club Secretary Jim W2KNG to call the role. 
The Secretary called the following : 


President, Fred KR2H Present 

Vice President Robert KD2SOG Present 
Treasurer, Dave KD2MOB Excused Absence 
Secretary, Jim W2KNG Present 

Trustee, Van W2DLT Present 

Trustee, Brian KD2KLN Present 

Trustee, Judith KC2LTM Present (by Zoom) 


The Secretary confirmed to the President that a quorum existed in order for the meeting to proceed 
and business be conducted. 


The President then asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held September 13, 2024 
as published in the September Resonator. Upon motion made by Nomar NP4H and seconded by Noel W2MSA 
the minutes were unanimously approved. 


The Treasurer’s report was read by the Secretary, Jim W2KNG. Jim read the account balances. 

The report also stated that 2025 dues are now being accepted. There are currently 143 paid members. 
Upon motion duly made by Nomar NP4H and seconded by Skip KD2BRV, the Treasurer's Report 

was unanimously approved. 


The President then asked for Committee reports, emphasizing the 5 minute limit on reports. 


The first report was from the Administration Committee. Jim W2KNG reported that progress is being made 
and a full report would be given at the November meeting. 


The next Committee report was from the Tech Committee. Steve WI2W reported that the rotator continues to 
have problems. It continues to blow fuses. At the moment there are spare fuses in the drawer in the office at 
the Clubhouse. When the antennas are changed out in the Fall, the rotator will also be inspected and possibly 
changed. 


The President then asked for the Quartermaster report. Fred W2ABE reported that he is working on the shelves 

in the basement. He asked Noel W2MSA for a list of all the equipment in the operating positions, including serial 
numbers and dollar values. Noel responded that he had already sent that information, but could not give dollar 
values as he had no idea what each piece of equipment’s current price would be. Later in the meeting Fred 
acknowledged he had received the list. Fred also stated that he would move all unused equipment downstairs to 
make everything neat. Noel W2MSA reported that he has moved all unsold material from the Hamfest downstairs 
and that he had consolidated excess equipment, from the area of Stations 1 and 2, onto a roller cart so it could be 
easily transported to the upcoming auction. Steve WI2W reported that the Tech Committee has designs on the 
antennas on the rack over the workbench in the Clubhouse. 
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October 2024 FLARC Business Meeting, cont’d. 


Robert KD2SOG then gave the Youth Outreach report as follows: 
PTECH: ARISS 


Work continues to progress on the FLARC-supported ARISS contact at P-Tech High School in Paterson, NJ. 
Their initial application was rejected, partly due to reasons of "too many applicants for too few slots," and 
partly because ARISS did not understand part of their application (ARISS had a lot of trouble following the idea 
that P- Tech can live stream to the rest of the school district). We believe both problems are fixable. We're 
(that is, myself [KD2SOG] and the director of the Planetarium at P-tech, Dr. Carlos Miranda) are working to 
rectify any confusion about their application now, for re-submission. Steve WI2W and Noel W2MSA went to 
P-Tech on Friday 27 Sept (KD2SOG was unable to attend b/c they had Covid) and surveyed the site to assess 
cabling, etc needs. While there, Dr. Miranda demonstrated the planetarium's capabilities and showed some 
draft graphics he's been working on for the contact. We have also discussed the possibility of having educational 
events for the kids outside of an ARISS context (such as discussion of HF, the history of radio, etc.) but those 
are low-priority for now. 


SCHOOL CONTACTS 


For other school district contacts, | have not contacted any during the month of September. This is mostly 
deliberate and partly personal. It's deliberate in the sense that September is an extremely busy month for 
school teachers, staff, and administrators — getting back to school, approving the entire budget for the next 
school year, making any needed curriculum or personnel changes, etc. is generally finalized around now. 

For instance, Ridgewood's school board had a 15 page meeting agenda, plus appendices, at their two September 
meetings. Therefore, to ensure | actually got the attention of teachers, administrators, and staff, and did not just 
get “lost in the shuffle,” | deliberately delayed sending any communications offering to demonstrate ham radio 
to the kids, etc. or advertising our events until 14 October. I’ve selected that date as it’s a holiday, and | suspect 
teachers will have the time to actually read my email. | still have my mass email list from last year, and | think 
getting the teachers earlier in the academic year will improve response. As to the personal issue, | had some 
personal stuff in September, as well as Covid, and was unable to devote my full attention to this project at the 
time. That should finally ease up a bit now in mid-Oct. 


SUPER SCIENCE SATURDAY 


| will again remind everyone that our part of the Super Science Saturday exhibition is on 1 March in Ridgewood. 
This is always one of our most popular events, and we are considered one of the top headlining groups, alongside 
organizations like Rutgers University, the Hackensack River Keeper, the Bergen County Sheriff's Dept, etc. 

| need volunteers to help demonstrate what radio looks like, to kids generally around 10-12, with some even 
younger and a few in high school age. | would like to have that volunteer list finalized by end-Dec, so | can 
coordinate with the event staff about what size space we need. | want to make clear; we’re not just going to be 
sitting in a room, with headphones on, working someone. You can do that at home. We’re gonna show the kids 
what radio does, with as many eye-catching displays — that they can touch — as you can think of: waterfall 
displays (Flex... FT8...), Morse code demonstration, solar and science information, QSL cards, etc. — radio needs 
to mean more to these kids than just a guy sitting in front of a black box. 


OTHER ITEMS 


| have also, at suggestion of some members, begun looking at Maker Faires and similar type events. These would 
require some fairly significant travel (e.g. to at least NYC, if not points farther) and I’d like to discuss both who 

| can get to commit to showing up and what we would actually want to do at one of these, before reaching out to 
any of the Faires. Furthermore, with winter approaching, we’ re quickly reaching the end of the fall festival season 
(~45 days from now, maybe). | spoke with the ARRL folks at our hamfest about ideas for improving outreach to the 
kids. They had some useful ideas, as well as samples of their brochures (which an ARRL affiliated club can order). 
In particular, they noted they’ve had dramatically improved success describing ham radio as “wireless 
technologies” and emphasizing non-analog modes of operation, as well as other systems built on top of radio 

(like cellular). 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 28 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * October 2024 


October 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting, cont'd. 


Jim W2JC then gave several Committee reports as follows: 


He gave thanks to James KB2FMH for handling the web pages for our K2F and K2L Special Event Calls. 
W2IC is looking for someone with web skills to tweak at least our main page for better MOBILE (phone) display. 


Postmaster No complaints this month! 

groups.io manager Seems to be running well. 

zoom acct manager Only request for usage has been from the EmComm SIG. 
Newsletter publisher Nothing to report. 

Technical committee Nothing for me to report. 

QSL Manager 


A few electronic QSLs have been received as a result of the K2L SES event; these have been posted in the 
Slack channel for viewing. 


Centennial Special Event week: 


The two Centennial Special Event calls worked 60 DXCC countries. The number of stations who worked the 
SES two or more times were as follows: K2F SSB/CW 15, K2L Digital 103. 


The DXCC entities worked are as follows: 


Alaska, Argentina, Asiatic Russia, Australia, Austria, Balearic Is., Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Czech Republic, Dominican Republic, England, European 
Russia, Fed. Rep. Germany, Fiji, Finland, France, Greece, Haiti, Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kaliningrad, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madeira Islands, Martinique, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, North 
Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Romania, Saint Vincent, Samoa, Scotland, Serbia, Slovak 
Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, USA, Ukraine, Uruguay, Wales 


W2JC then added that we have so far had 6 specific requests for our certificate, and another 6 electronic QSLs 
(which will qualify for the certificate). Our requirements posted on the QRZ pages called for working one of the 
two stations twice, on different band or mode. Since the ostensible purpose of the event and the certificate 
and the Special Event Callsigns was to publicize the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the town of Fair Lawn, 
NJ and since KB2FMH made the certificate design in such a way that the call sign of the awarded station can be 
inserted easily and the PDF certificate saved as a file and sent by email, it seems reasonable that we send the 
certificate to ALL stations who worked us at least once. Those who met the “two contacts” will get a certificate 
first, and with a Serial Number !! 


Thus the one hundred year history of Fair Lawn NJ will be known by more than 1200 hams in 60 countries 
around the world. 


DX SIG owner 


Bands have been quite good for dx, and the members using Slack have greatly helped each other by spotting 
DXpeditions and rare station for other members to chase. 


FT8 SIG owner 


Many significant improvements have been made to the basic FT8 software, mostly to enhance the way the 
Fox/Hound mode (for DXpeditions mostly) operates... including a new Super Fox mode which is totally different 
from the previous format and is much more sensitive and really easier to use. Members of the FT8 SIG have been 
helping each other learn how to use the new software. 


A member asked from the floor if there was an expiration date on the new software update 
and the answer was no, there is no expiration date. 
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October 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting, cont'd. 


There was also some discussion on the functionality of the new software. 
W2NPT License trustee Nothing to report. 
The President thanked Jim W2JC for his reports. 


Jim W2JC then reported on EnComm. He explained that tomorrow October 5" there will be a SET, 

a Simulated Emergency Test, involving the Red Cross and the statewide county OEMs — to show that hams can 
provide emergency communications to agencies when they need it. It will simulate five emergency shelters 

and three Red Cross offices being open over 3 days (but in 3 hours). The purpose of this test is to take “shelter in 
place” and other shelter management data and relay it via WINLINK templates. This will be done on 2 meters 
and will stimulate that the power is out, cell towers are out, the Internet is out, but hams are on the air. 


Jim W2JC then thanked Gene WO2W for getting the building opened an hour early at 8:00 AM when the SET 

is to begin. Jim also thanked KD2MOB and WO2W for getting FLARC a table at the Fair Lawn Centennial 
Celebration and further reported that when Jim got there the FLARC table was in the middle of all the 
congestion, which would not have been ideal. Jim politely asked to be moved and the FLARC table was then 
moved to the end of the large tent, a much more advantageous spot. That location also provided open space 
for Larry WA2ALY to do his famous “send your name in Morse Code” for the many visitors, both young and old. 


The President then asked if we had a working station at the event. The answer was no, but that at the last 
minute Brian KD2KLN brought a receiver and we were able to tune in a ham radio station operating at the 
Voice of America museum in Ohio, which enabled members to discuss the history of this with participants. 


Ed WX2R then commented that this was an important event and that it was not only not handled well, but the 
President of the Club was not there. Gene WO2W made the point that the initial contacts with the town were 
made by Dave KD2MOB and that Gene was not involved. Ed replied that it was not about any one person other 
than the fact the Centennial was not handled well and there should be accountability at the leadership level. The 
President then ended the discussion. 


The President then asked for a report from Noel W2MSA on Winter Field Day. Noel had nothing to report at 
this time. The President then suggested he hold a meeting next month to make sure everyone was on the same 
page. The President then suggested that, although June Field Day is quite down the road, preparations should 
start as early as January. He asked if anyone wanted to volunteer to head the effort but there was no response. 


Gene WO2W then reported on VE Session and the Hamfest. As to VE Session the last one was canceled as it was 
on the same day as the Hamfest; but the one candidate who was scheduled was able to take the test at another 
location and passed his General. There are three candidates for the October 17 session. 


As to the Hamfest, it was a success in many ways, but by the same token sales were down. The Club netted a 
$1,916.65 profit, which was down from other years mainly because the Club table only had $27 in sales. Last 
year we sold $828 in Club equipment. We also had 40% less people through the gate than last year. 

Gene suggested that next year we should have our Hamfest in May or June. He suggested that with all the 
hamfests in the area over the summer, by September hams may be hamfested-out or at least the budget for 
the year already spent. He did add that over the last four years the Hamfest has added $11,637 to the Club’s 
treasury. Fred W2ABE thanked Gene for his work on the Hamfest and added that he agreed that next year it 
should be in the Spring. Bill WA2WL added that the biggest complaint he heard was the vendors did not like 
setting up in the dark. That problem would be alleviated if the Hamfest were held in the Spring. 


Judith KC2LTM reported that the only Health and Welfare card sent out last month was to Dave WO2X 
related to his surgery. 
The President then reported on a new initiative to get lapsed members back into the fold. 
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October 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting, cont’d. 


He appointed Nomar NP4H and Judith KC2LTM to spearhead this effort. As part of this effort he suggested 
that dues renewal efforts, which in the past had been handled by the Treasurer by email, now be done bya 
letter — which may be better received and to which greater attention might be paid. 

Also the Club should reach out to paid members who are not participating and ask: 

“what should we be doing that we are not doing now?” 


This opened a wide ranging discussion, including suggestions such as telephone calls, issuing membership cards 
and membership pins. The point was made that any outreach should be friendly and not come across as a 
solicitation for dues necessarily — but more of a “come back” message. The point was also made that we 
currently have 143 members paid through 2024 and that out of the 225+ on our roster roughly 1/3 have not paid 
for 2024 and 1/3 have not paid in two years. The President suggested that goals should be set as to how many 
members we want back by a specific date so we can measure success of the outreach initiative. 

Several members expressed willingness to assist in this initiative. 


At the end of this discussion Jim W2JC asked if anyone was working on the holiday celebration at the December 
meeting. Nomar NP4H stated that he had worked on getting a spread from Ray’s Pizza in the past and would be 
happy to do this again. Bruce NJ2BK suggested that the letters that had earlier been discussed contain an 
invitation to the December celebration with a “rip off and return” RSVP and envelope. 

Jim W2JC added that with that letter it state that if they pay their 2025 dues they get a ticket to the dinner, 

but the President was not inclined to do that. 


The next order of business was a report from the Nominating Committee. 
Van W2DLT and Judith KC2LTM read the Committee’s nominees for the offices as follows : 


President Fred KR2H 
Vice President Nomar NP4H 
Treasurer Dave KD2MOB 
Secretary Jim W2JC 
Trustee Noel W2MSA 


Van then added that additional nominations would also be accepted at this meeting and also at the November 
meeting. The election will be held at the December meeting. At the December meeting, voting will only be 
done in person (per the club ByLaws). 


Bill WA2WL then nominated Gene WO2W for President. Ed WX2R then seconded the nomination. 
Gene accepted that nomination. 


There being no further business, on motion made by Nomar NP4H and seconded by Noel W2MSA, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 


Respectfully submitted 


James P Jalil, Secretary 
W2KNG 
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